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eyes to ſee, and hearrs to love, and mouths to utter, 

and lives to expreſs che praiſes of his VVord, And 
char he would givehis word a free paſſage intorhe 
= heads and hearts, imothe Conſciences and conver- 
= ations of all his People : rhat ſo beginning at the 
_ of the Faith, and knowledge of the Son of 
God, we may grow up together unto a perfect 
man, to the meaſurc ofthe ſtature of the fulneſs 
of Chriſt; which the Lord grant for the merits and 
= mercies of his. Beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt the Righ- 
” teous 3 ro whom with the Father and the bleſſed 
= Spirit, Three Perſens, andone Immortall and one- 
= ly wiſe God,beall Glory, Majeſty, and Thank(gi- 
ving, now and for evermore, Amer. 
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To the-Reverend 
Aſſembly of DIV INES. 


Brethren and Fathers, 
FORYASD, DH Sermon was preached by | 
RIS your command , and in your 
TN > alone audience : nor had i 


gone further then thoſe wales, 


VS 
Op bid not the importnnity of | | 


| many Reverend Brethren | 
mongft your ſelves urged rhe Publication of it | 


The rgument of the Sermon taught me 10 lay 

| afide mine own judgement touching the exped: | - 

|encyor ſeaſonableneſs of this aFion, ſeeing the | 
judgments of ſo many godly and learned Bre- 
thren concur for it. I bave this advantage and 
benefet by the publiſhing ofit ghat I may return 
ſome ſmall tribute of thanks for thoſe many 
grave judicious,and learned Debates,thoſe ma- 
ny gracious and heavenly exerciſes, that ſweet 
| "I 2 and 
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fe Epiſtlc Dedicatory. 
| *OHES. 


and moſt delightſal ſociety, whereof Thawe been 
made a partaker by fitting amongſt zou ; which 


hawe allowed it to be. Tet it will be a farther 


\ for the goodof his Church,ans | 
Inſtruments of healing the breaddev;veronts, 


N 


advancing the Peace of his Sion. 


| Your moſt huaibe ſervanc ... 
| Le mn the Lord, 


L177 


| E..R, 


' trulie hve made my life, amidſt many greatloſ”. 
| ſes and grener infirmities,more chearfull to me, | 
| then-ewven mine own judgement iu ſuch ſad and 
calamitors times could. otherwiſe willing ly | 


. 
. 


the Differences,preventing the Confuſtons,and 
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Opened and aþ lyed in a Sermon before the 
Reverend/A cmbly of DIV 1 NES. 
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| MATTH:. 16; 24, | 
| Then ſaid Feſus unto his Dies , Tf any man will come 
| e 

| 

| 


af er me, let bim deny himſelf, and take up his Croſſe, 
aud fallowme, | 


E may obſcrveof CHRIST, 
that uſually 'when-rthere ap- 
peared in him any {evidences | 
of Dame fraktie'; leſt his | 
ſervants  ſhonld -thereat bee 
offended and ſtumble , hee | 
was 'pleafed at- the lame | 

hn time - to'-give' ſome + notable 

| demonſtration of his'a4v;n# !poawey :' hee' was. born 
weak and poor , As orher Infants , but attended 
on by * a multitude of glorious 4-2els , pro-| 


claiming him tothe Shephcrds, and' by a ſpeciall 


| * Starre, leading the wiſe men-ro worſhip him. | 
* 


j 


* Lukea.,13.14 


* Matth.2.2 
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i | Self-Denial. 


atmo ſp — 


| He was h , and Tempted by Satan as other 
a Ma.14.11, men ; \=g+4 64 divine ; marks _ UVangquiſhed 
Vid.athanl. ' the enemy , and was miniftred unto by Angels. 
Sp ——_ | He was deceived inthe Fig-tree, which he went to 
Es 16d pelus. for fruit, and found none. and ſo ſhewed the in- 
—— ' firmity of an humane ignorance ; but withall im- 
6 Ma.:1.19 ' ' mediately did 5 maneſt Nis boine paver in dry- 
62 (or.13.4. Ing itup the roots. «<He:was crecified (as the 
| Apoſtle rellechus ) in pectagfes and yet withall 


bang my yo then _ . The _ of glo- 
Y rending the Rocks, opentng the Graves, 
— Lding Fra converting the Thief and the 
Centurion, and *ſo triumphing over principalities 

Var te and powers, 
deſcex[. 1.4, | Onthe other ſide, we may obſerve when holy 
+, ag | men in Scripture f have been in any notable 
reulicy manner honoured by God, he hath been pleaſed fo 
$265-974 33'- to order it , that ſome inmecrcurrent 'providence 
= 4 = or other ſhould fall out ro humble chem , leſ 
> v9ywT 01 6391, they ſhould be roo nigh'y cxalred in their oOwne 
————_ choughes., It was ſo with 8 David: Aﬀter his 
| | -=+-0lmqaſingg Kingdom ſctled:, and great viRtories over .cnc- 
| mies;obtained ,, ſteps ina great finne, which hum:- 
bled and afflicted him all his life afrer. So with 
baKn.2o, | Hezekiah, after he had becnraiſed up by a great 
| deliverance trom a potent enemy , and a ſentence | 
| of death ,; he falls ints, a-fin-of pride and vain- | 
| (glory, upon which che Lord revealed unto him | 
Is purpoſe of lcading-his people and children 
int» captivity , and giving up .his Treaſures into 
** [thc hands of the. King of, Babylou., which cauſed 
| hi-n4o humble himſelf for the pride of his heart. 
| So 
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So with # pay! , hee was caught. upto the third 
Heavens, and heard unſpeakable words , and ſaw 
viſtons: of the Lord; bur withall there was given 
hinra thorn in the fleſh , the meſſenger of Sathy to 
buffet him , left he ſhould be exalted aboue meaſure 
throwgh the abundance of the revelations, * And fo 
it-was with Peter here in this Chapter, Hee made 
\a* glorious confeſſion of Chriſt the Meſſiah, Thou 
art Chriſt the Son of the Irving God ; and Chriſt 
highly honoured him forirt; Azd 7 alſo ſay unto 
thee , (aich Chriſt , Thow art Peter, and upon this 
Ryck I willbuild my Church : Which * though we 


Self Denial. | 


verſe 16, 


verſe 18, 


arc to underſtand principally of the Rock which 
he had confeſſed, as the Learned expound it ; yer 


———— ee 


there is ſomething of * ſpeciall honour therein 
beſtowed upon Peter. ercad in Scripture of a 
two-fold foundation of the Church 3 A perſonal 


. | foundation , which is but one ; for other foundation 
C47 10 man lay, then that is laid , which is Chrift Fe- 
ſas, 1 (or. 3.11, Anda Dofrinall Foundation ; for 
the Church is ſaid to be built upox the Foundation of 
the RC . 2,20, and ſo 'we 
read of Twelve foundations m the new Jeruſalem , 
Rev.21.14, Nowa | thele, as Peter had 
the precedence infaith , to make the firſt confeſ- 
fon of Chriſt to be the HMeſſrahz ſo he had the 
Honour to be the firſt of thoſe twelve Foundati- 
ons , who ſhould firſt of all plant the Goſpel, and 
gather a Church unto Chriſt after his ReſurreRi- 
on,as wee finde he did; As 2. In which reſpe&t 


been committed unto Peter, Gal. 2, 7, 8. bes 


haply it is, that the-Goſpel of the Circumerſion is laid 
to have 
| cauſe- / 


* Aug. Chryſofl. 
Hilarius. Vid. 
Dr. Rgznolds 
Conference 
with Haſs. cap. 
2. Devi/. 1. | 
* Camero 10m. 
2.p43,50,60, 
in qu arts. 
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caule the Goſpel was by Chriſts appointment to 
| be firſt of all preached tothe Jews,who were Gods 
firſt-born,Atis 3.26.and 13.46, Exod. q.22. 
| Now fromthis time of Peters Confeſſton ,. Chriſt 
(to take of all miſtakes rouching his: Kingdome ) 
| began/to acquaint his- diſciples wirh his Suffer- 
ings : whercat Peter is preſcntly offended, and ta- 
kerh upoht him to adviſe, his Maſter , and rebuke 
him ,; Be ut fas from thee, this ſhall not be unto thee. 
Hcreupon Chrilk thaxply, xeprehends him. Ir is 
'not now , Thou art Petey 3 but, Thou art Satar , 
a Temprer , an Advcrſary to the works of Chrilts 
mediation ( tor ſo+- much. the word ell{cwherc im- 
plies, Num.22.23, 2 Sami L9;;22.)not now a, ſtone 
tor building, but a ſtone: of offence; Thou ſacour- 
et 06 the things.of God, but the things which axe of 
mez: that is, Thou halt a carnal and corrupt judg- 
ment of mc-, and;of my, Kingdom, concclving, of 
| tt according .to the common apprehenſions and Cx- 
peCtativns ot men, aud not according tothe-cuunſell 
and will of God, 

Inthis Reprehenfion here 15 1. A.perſonal cor- 
reption, 47.224: 24 DgErinall Inftruction 1, reach-! 
ing his Bifgiples,aad the people,, Thar all they 


miſe thcm(eclves great +things under him. in the 


work ,bur.muſt reſolve to walk in the Rcps which 


| 


| he werilditr6@ ons betgre them, -w1z- , To deay 
\tþenſel&5 as he did , Matth,126. 42,' and. to, bear a 
' Creſſa, as he allo did, Foby 19.17. -and fo tofollop 
| bimm. And to take of all prejudice. and, $cajidall,, 
SHY he! 


— — Io — — — —— <——— = 


who.would (as Peer hagl done”), qwn-him, for the| © 
Meſfiahand King'ot the .Church , muſt nor pro- | 


wt. 4 


|.and ſenfible demonſtration, verſe 28.. which we 


k Self: Denial. 


he aſſures them , That whatever their fears and 
ſuſpicions might be of fo hard a ſervice, yer thus, 
to de themſelves was the” onely 'way to: ſave 
henalbees » Yerſe 25,26. and thus to bear a'Crofs 
the onely way.ro a Crown and glorious reward , 
ter. 27. Which , leſt ir ſhould ſeem an empty 
promiſe-without evidence and affurance.,:hee- un. 
| dertakes to confirme ſhortly/atrer by an-ocular 


may underſtand cither of his glor;ow transfiguration 
tzon the week after, Hatth.27.1,2. or:of his glo- 


rious Aſcenſion in their.ſight., 42s L. 9. ot'bf his 
pouring forth the. 'Holy Spirit upon theny in: fiery 
' Tongues, HRs-2.:2; 3.. or of his more- full: mani. 
feſtarion of his -Kingdome -and Glory uhto his 
{ervant Toh by. the miniſtery'of the Angels, in his 


glorious. Revelation, Apoc, x."1'- Uno 'all which 

(though the comexcfcem to relate prinvipally-uato 
che firſt)may that promilc of our Saviour-be under- 

fivod toreter,':!7 211i7 et 2022 both nk 

Chriſt ; He is one who muſt deny bimſelf: aid that 


notin ſome:morccalic mandfe; , buothdrowly;hnd 
inallrhings, ſofar as ſufferizg, and ſuffering tothe 


The wordscher aro a Charafer of 41Diſtipts 'of 


- 
. eo. 


* [uttermoſt, Parr; Death, Shame, for choſe three things 


are.contained inthe Cyofſe; andallthis/fitf; wiz 
they ly; he mutt take wp his Crofsirmult-be awadt! 
ofrlection;notof compulſion;! Secondly, Obeiiezitly, 
to doir withthisreſolution,of following Chriſt ; both 
his Command and example ; as a- Lord, becaufe 


fote us 18 it; - 


.bee requires' it 3. as a-Leader, becaule he goes be- | 
ww. 


CC _ 


0 


| 


| 
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} \ Seif-Demiol. 


\ have fingled our. the Ar ment of Self-Deni- 
ll, ns je then and - Au- 
'dience, a5 being very -{urable to theiſtute ,,nor onely 
}.of Chriſtians 2 rajee, bay made particularly of 
Irheſc preſenttimes wherein we live , and of t 
ſpecial i buſineſſes wherewith wee arc intruſted : 
wherein... , having inrwo or three words confider- 
e&whatis meanc by Dezyizg, and: what by /a mens 
ſelf, Iiballbriciydifpec rhe Doctrinal part ac- 
totho 
For the firſt, rhe Original _ emaprmot. dw Is 


\emphazicsl + & Chryſaftomenotes , and 
not liniply negare; hut pernegare , of prorſus_vega- 
res ; utcexly'ro deny ,not-ar all:to ſpare or 


lafi-ind-Smidas ; kc tmporteth a perfe& or univer- 
ſal Denial Jt &rendred by Beza, ſeipſum, 
| which is a> much 8550 reject and caſt off, aza man 
| dotha gtacele(s ſon, whom he will not own an 

| more for his, which is the ſame thing in a Family 
wane Law calls Ignominiaſs ſeo 


| ate taken moſt: erdinarily 
rhree ways in Scripture, either in .refpeR' td his 
Fenitn eto is Tradu#i0n, of to his Renowatr 
ah pt apa che Old. 4 ee andthe Mew 
[192 eds cenequency by mis ſelfe,1' wn- 
erſtaod'; fi 8”. mans': Seffe 3'-(to' For 
—_ by eco Aofle ea the on 

ing Y w the e Ol 

mary) Gghe. 44 22:.:| The Furthl Adom," 3 Qor a5. 
| 47, 48. The Body of Death, Rom, 7+ 24+; The 
carnal] 


regard ; T1A# as dprnay gun , or wins, as Theophy- 


- 


: Self Dexe ial: ; 
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3-5. in which ſcnſe to Deny a mans Self, is in the A- 
poſtles phraſe, to deny wngedlineſſe and worldly luſts, 
Tit.3,12, ; 0-783) C4 FG; 
Secondly, A mans Nataral Self: and that t. in 
regard of Being and ſubſtance, and fo' ir imporrs 
our life , which is the continuance and preſer- 
von of Being ap on the Faculties and Powers 
of Nature, our Underſtanding, Will; Appetices, 
Senſes, Feſhly Members. 2. In regard of Wed! 
being, or the ourward Ornaments and Com- 
forts of life-, which may all be reduced unto 
three Heads; 1. Externall Relations, as berween 
Husband and Wife,Parent and childe.Brotheriand 
Brother, Friend and Friend, 8c. 2. Special Gifts 
and endowments, as Learning, Wiſdame,Power, 
or any other abiliticsof minde or body.” 3. Coin- 
mon Eris, which namurally men purſue and 'ſceke 
after , and arcall bythe Keollccompetind-andie 


the loſts of the ſ, the lufis of the fleſb, anc? oh 
pride of life,1 Fob; 2.16, Houſes, Lands , Lordſhi 
great Pollcfſjons : Fleſhly, Worldly;Namwegl; 
natural, Artificial delighes: Liberty, Praiſe ;Fa- 


carnal munde, Rom, $.7. :'OurEartbly members.,Col [48 


| 


three Heads, of Profit, Pleaſure , and: Honour . 


vour, Applauſe, preferment : any thing 


on ih order to himſelf. 
Thirdly, a Mans Morall , Vertuous , . Reyewed 
Self ; for as Lufis ate the Members of the Old 
man, ' ſo Graces are the Members of the New man; 
' —_ Adam begets us after his" image , | 
Gen. 5. 3. {a the ſecond A Ee us after | 
2 bes ) 


—_— 


from which 
2 man doth draw any kind of content or m— 


7 
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Self- Denial. 


\ bis Ymage, \Co1l:3."10;21 Cority.49. Rom. $329 
'Eromithe one we. receive-Luſt for Juſt, and:from 
| the other Grace for Grace. G2 BT 23K} 
| Now theſe things being thus premiſced$ 7a6cor- 
;ding unto this. threefold 'Self'; there" are- rhree 
branches of this dury-of 'Self-Dextal :\ For fome- 
chings are -ro be denied fimply and abſolutcly ; 
ſome things conditionally and- upon'ſuppoſiriort ; 
| a ſome things.comparatively-and in eertaine re- 

"I Abfolutely and ſimply, ſo a man-is to. Deny 
| his5 /aful Self, and that rwo w_—_— firſt, Geye- 
\rally,:2s ix importerh the whole Body of Corrup- 
tiop-and-Concupiſcence , which we are to mor- 
tifie and ſubdue , to crucifie-and revenge” the 
| Blood of Chriſt againlt ir, Coloſ.”3. 5.Rom. 8. 13. 
whereumto. is required .a formal and perperual 
endiavour by.attual excrcifeof:Grace "becauſe 
things'Naweral (as Luſtis) rhoughthey:ibe nevet 
ſo: auch 'alrered :and.abated for the: timb', will 
yer 'ex:ſe, return and+reduce themſelves to their 
originall ſtate and ſtrength again; it they bee nor 
Jl Wmnnee! As (tone will fall down to its 
nathralplace by arts owne inclination, as ſoone as 
the impreſſed iforce: which carried it upward is 


warn out; and Water will reduce its ſelfe unto its 
naturall coldneſſe , if Fire bee nut conſtantly kepr 
under.ir. , Neither mayweeexpec, that becauſe 
Grace belongs unto our renewed: nature, therefore 
it ſhould with the ſame Naturall Facility ſuppreſs 
Luſt, as Luſt without-the workings of Grace 


would return to its'naturall Vigour and. Force 
d:. £ agan : 


| 
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[again : For there is this remarkable difference be-/ 
'tween Luſt and Grace, That the- Workings of 
| Luſt are rotally ab itzs, as to the_Roor of them, | 
and require not any Forraign Force or Activity to 
concurre with them, or to {ct them-on mution ; and | 
[therefore though weakned , they are ill offcring | 
to returne to their ſtrength again. Bur the work-| 
ings of Grace, though partly ab12t#, when vitall| 
principles and Spirituall habits are intuſed,doe yer 
require anactuall concurrence, co-operation, and 
aſſitance of the Spirit of Chriſt immediately as 
from him ; For it is hee who worketh. iz us for to | 1tw«gerante 
will and to Doe : As there is an aptneſle in a weapon | gc 
ro cut ina Wheele, to move z-yct that cutteth not, | yo png of 
this moverh not, without a turther Vitall Faculry | Nen ranzam w 
applying itto theſe uſes. And therefore though yo pirmy 
there bee no need of labour for Luſt to recover !f-uctus bonos, 
ſtrength ( becauſe ir is naturally apt to returne | *iden gra1id 
thercunto of it ſelfe ) yer there is neede of much ———— 
diligence , and carneſt waiting .upon Chriſt by | de Gras. Gbri. 
Faith and Prayer , for the continued: ſupplies of ; [rs 
his Spirit, whereby the Graces which are. in us | rere meumeſt, 
may be kept vn work in the conſtant mortifying | /e4 ipſ»m me- 
and ſubduing of our Luſts , becauſe the habits fainfnr 
of Grace infuſcd doe not worke alone of them- | non erit mann 
ſelves without ſuch ſupplies. Secondly, Specralh, ) or won * 
in regard of thefe Perſozall Corruptions which | © 
wee in out particulars are more notably carried 
unto., which David calls rhe keeping of him- 
ſelfe from his owne iniquity, Pſalm 18. 23. for 
though naturall Corruption , where ever it is, bee | 
a. Seminary of all ſinne, yet in particular per- | 
tons 


ps... _—_—__ 


IO 


1 and Vain-glory, and the like. We reade of Na- | 


Self-Nyenial. 


ſons ir uſually purteth- ir ſelfe forth more nota- 
bly in ſome particular finnes. As the ſap of the| 
Earth is the Fomes and Marter- of all kinde of 
Fruirs 3 yet in one Ground it forts betrer wirh 
Wheat , in another with Barley ; in this Tree ir, 
becomes a Grape, inanother an Olive : ſo ori- 
ginall {nne in one man runnes moſt into Avarice, | 
1n another into Senſuality , in a third into Pride 


tionall finnes , the lying and lafinefſe of the Cre. 
trans, Tit. 1. 12. the curioſity and inquiſttive- 
neſfe of the Athenians, AAs 17, 21. the pride and 
| cruelty of the Babylontars, 1[at. 47. the robbery 
of rhe Sabeans and (aldeans, Fob 1. 15,19. And 
wee read of Perſonall finnes, the fubbornneſle of 
Pharaoh , the gainſaying of Corah , the envy of 
Saul, the churliſhneſſe- of Natal , the ambition 
of Atſalom, the intemperance of Felix , the ſor- 


| ery of Simon Magus, &c. Thus particular 
| 


perſons have their more proper ſinnes , whereby 
they have moſt of all diſhonoured God , with- 
ſtood his Spirit, negle&ed and reſiſted his Grace, 
and Jefiles their owne Conlciences ; and there- 
fore in Converſation , through Repentance, as an 
Hound, drives the whole Herd of ſinne before it , 
yer the dart of the Word ſticks moſt in this finne , 
which is thereby fingled out for a more particular 
dereſtarion. : 

II, Conditionally, and upon ſuppoſition of 
Gods ſpecial Call, and inthat ſenſe wee are to 
_y our Natural Selfe , which we are the rather 


[zo doe; firſt, becauſe God calls no man to deny 


"4 his 
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lpy, to promote by all means our owne ſalvation , 


in his Righteouſnefle. Secondly, becauſe he never 
calls us unto any ctther morole and; cruell , or 
ſaperſtizious Selfe-Deztal , fuch as 15 that of the 
coverous Worldling , who when hee wamerh no- 
{thing that hee defires , wanteth power and an 
[heart ro eatthereof , and bereaveth himſelfe of 
jgood , though the thing which God gives, he 
gtves themunto us ro enjoy, Eccleſe. 4.8, and 6:2. | vid, Hoſpinim 
1 Tim. 6.17. oras that of Baals Prieſts, and the |: CT 

Sec of the F lagellantes, who cutand whip'd them- pw fefio Ub. 
ſelves in thete-framick devotions , as Saire rhe | 3,64. 20, Cla> 


73 | . ' | vis Keg Sacerd, 
{Caſuiſt 'relleth-us of Fraxcis and Bened;3 , two —_ «8.5. 


| 
| 


Founders of the lar Devotions or Superſti- 
on in the. Church of Rome, that they were wont | 
to caſt themſelves naked into the Snow, and | / 
among(t Thornes to vex their Bodies. A notable | 

Relation of which kinde of Selfe-Denial (1 know| 

not- whether more naſtic  or- Superſtitious ) | 
a Learned and Grave Divine of ours hath large- 
ly collected out of Climacw and Lewes of | nywnten per, 
Granada, inthe fourth Part of his Chriſtian War- 4.ib, 1, 64h. 4. 


fare. Kat 
But wee are then called by God to _ our | 


ſelues,our Reafon,VVifdome,Parts, LearningEaſe, | 
Wealth,Lands, Houſes, Honour, Favour,Credir, | 
Applanle Fatker, Mother, Wike,Children Life, 

what 


| ——_— 
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whatſoever is dearcſt unto us, whenſoever ir 
ſtands in Oppoſition unto , or in Competition with 

Chriſt, his Glory , Kingdome, or Command. In 
which ſenſe we are to deny our ſelves Alwayes,and ' 
| preparatione anime : And Afually , whenſoever 

any thing deare unto us is inconfiſtent with the | 
Conſcience of our duty ro God. And thus ( to 

inſtance onely in our own profeſſion ) Paul regar-| 
deth neither Liberty , nor Life, in compariſon ; 
of the | Gaſpell of Grace , and of the Name 
of the Lord [cſus As 20. 24..4#521.13. Not | 
Micatah his ſatery or reputation-in Ahats Court | 
1 Reg. 22.14.) Nor Levi his Father or' Morher, | 
.or Brerhren,or Children in che;Zeal of Gods Ho- | 
'nour, Deut. 33. 9. Nor Ezekiel his deare-Wike, 

the delight of his eyes, when God tooke her away | 
witha ſtroke, and forbad him: to mourne for her, 
Ezck, 24.16, 17,18; Nor Matthew his receipt. 
of Cuſtome ', Luke( 5.127, ' Nor '\Fames and 


p—_  —— = 


| 


| 


[Fohz their Nets, their Ships , their Father when | 


they were called to follow Chriſt, A2atth.4.21, 

In this cale things are to be denied two: man- 
ner of wayes : Firſt, as Temptations and Snaves, |_ 
whenthey are cicher Baztsto 'draw- us-into fiance , 
or are themſelves the ' Fruits and wages of finne. i 


When, they arc..Paus-unto finne z..1f i thy.. Brother | 
( ſaith the Lord ) the Sonne of thy Mother , ov” the | 
Sonne of thy Daughter” ,'or the 'wife of thy 'tofome , or | 


| thy friend which 1s as thine owre ſoule ; entite thee” ſe. 


eretly, ſaying, Let ws goe and ſerve other oods',; which! 


|thou baſt nat kuomre , thou , 'zor. ' thy ' Fathers, &«. | 


T hou | 
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Thou ſhalt not conſent unto him , nor_hearken unto bim,, 
neither ſhall thine eye pity him', neither ſhalt thou ſpare, 
neither ſbalt thow conceale him : But thaw ſhalt ſurely 
kill bim 5 thize., hand: ſball be firit: againft bim to 
put him to death, @c, Dewt. 1336, 9.' Though an 
Idoll be made of Silver and Gold , yet being an 
Idoll, ir muſt be thrown away with Jeaagion like 
a menſtrous, Cloth, far. 39.22. -It Simon Mag 
offcred money for the, Gifts of" the 'Spiric , the 
Apoſtle dutch abhor ſo abominable a Negoriatien, 
AR58.20* Even the Braſen Scrpent when it te- 
comes @ ſnare by the, abuſe of-men, is no longer 
preſerved 85.2; Monument-.of mercy, but brok«n 
in pigccs as Nehuſbtaz, a picce ot brailes,, 2 Kingi| 
16, 4. When they arethemſclves the Fruits and | 
| Wages of (inne : ſo Zachews denies himſelfe in all his | 
unjuſt gaine, which he had goren by Sycophancy | 
and - defraudation , and;; when, Chriſt offers ro 
come into his houſe, will not ſuffer Aamir to | 
| ſhut the doore againſt him, Lake 19. 8. Reſtitution, | 
| as it is a moſt ncceſſary, (o it is one of the hardeſt | 

rts of Selfe-Denial, when a covetous heart mult | 
- forced to voinit upallits ſweet morſels againe. 
Unjuſt Gaine is like a barbed Arrow, it kills if it 
ſtay within the body, and ir tearcs, and pulls the 
Heth away with ir if it be drawn cut; as the Fox 
in the Fable, which having-crept in at a narrow | Forte per angu- 
hole to feede ona Prey,and being filled was grown (war mg 
too bigg tomake an eſcape ar the ſame paſlage , |Repſerar in cu- 
was conſtrained for ſaving his lite tv empty and my oy 
ſtarve himſelf again,that he might /go our by the (.7, + 2” 
ſame way that he came in. 


DD ————————— —_—_ ———— CD et ct ES ett AS as 2 
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11.- As O#lation and.Sarrifices whenfoever Chriſt 
calls us--to Dedicate them. uno: him : when 4 
Aribam wah called from his Goumry into a Land of 
ſojourningawhichhe: knew! not's whent Dapir) was 
called from a Kings Cuurtedn Den of Zivns 3: when 
Moſes fora the h onouts of Eyypt ro the afflitions of 
Gods people-: Wheti the 6m pr from their ners 
and their Ships to foHow? and wait upon a 
petſecuted Miniſtry - whtn'Faul-from ati:48zve to 
a Paſſj + pet{ecution, immediarely they conſuked 
not with fleſh and blood, but willingly left their 
owne comforts to-obey Gods commands, In Con- 
verſion, the uſes; the property of all-we have is al- 
tered ;- all our Veſſels, at! ons Merchandizemuſt 
be fuperſeribed with @ new title holrxeſs to the Loyd, 
Iſai.23.18. Zeth. 14.20,21. Then mens chief care 
will be to hotiour the Lord with their fubſtance , 
Prov. 3.9, to bting theirSons, theit Silver, - their 
Gold to the ane of the'Lord;the holy: one 'of 1/- 
rael, Iſai. 60. 9. All we ate, of have, we have it 
on this condition, to uſeit, to leave it, to lay it out, 
to lay it dowiuiito thehonour of our Maſter,from 
whoſe bounty we received it. / 

-- TIE (Obpiparaticely,and in ſome refpeRtſo we are 
to deny our Renewed Selfe, out very Vertnes and 
Graces. © In the nature and notion of Dutzes, ſo we 
© Lare boufid to feek/'ro-pray for, to pratice, to im- 
.| pt6ve;; 40 teaſure up, ahd exceedingly: ro value 
them : but7 relation untor;ghteouſneſs, in the noti- 
oh of a Covenant of Life and Salvation, ahd in com- 
pariſon of Chrift, ſo we muſt efteeme all things loſſe 
\for the excellency of the ktlowledge of (rift Feſua our | 


Lord, 


—— 


. BelfDpnzal. 


the weight of a Soul upon any thing which hath a- 
ny mixcure of weakneſs, imperteQion, or cotrupti- 
on. in it;as the pureſt and belt o all oug Duties have. 
Ve etiam laudabjli vite bominam , [i remats muſers” 
cordia diſcutias eam. It is a dangerous thing tv 
teach, rhat Faith, or any other Evangelical vertue, 
as hg work Sour by us , doth NO: of m—_—_ 
mn eo 2] obedience untg. the pyr O 

life. . ps Ag to be.called our righteoul(- 
neſſe,þut Fehoug tzidkens, Fer. 23-6: Faith juſtifies 
as. the window may be ſaid ro enlighten, becauſe ir 
alone is apt ( which no other paxt of the- ſkruture 
is) co convey and tranſmit that light -which-ariferh 

out of', and eth unto! ayather body ; ang 


as athing fixed in-us; but. 1afirumentelly , as thar 
wy xr None the xi > ar 
Chyift,ſhining t it-upen ys ;as the Cup feeds 
at Wine which 1t cotweys; as the looking-glaſs 
maketh che wall to gliſter , by refleRing the 
beam of che Sun from it {elf upon ic. 

The ſum of all in one word, is this:we all profeſs 
our ſelves robe Diſceples of Chriſt, and idatcs 
of glory ana inanzortality by him , and wee-have all 

omiſed.to follow h1m whitherſoever hee leads us. 
N ow whoſoever will be inerath, what he 4s in pro- 
miſe and profefſian, muſt learn this Fundamentall 
duty, to denyhimſelfe, willingly and obediemly to 
Ts all jiz, to ſubdue all general concupilſcence, 
with his own proper and Pofwelcomnion , ab- 
ſolurely,wicthourany I or exception. - -— 

> 2 ca 


Lord,phil.3.8,9,10.It is2 dangerous thing to hang | Qu 


| 


not unts.it z therefore ir doth nor juſtifie Habitsally, 


| 


f| 


| 
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 caſtaway andforſake, alwayes, in preparation of 
| heart; and aFually, whenſoever Chriſt calls there- 
unto,whatſcewer is ncar or dear unto him , whenſo. 
ever it becomes either a ſnare ro Conſcience, as a 
baiteumo; or fruiteof ſinne :or a ſacrifice thmto Gol, 
as a-matrer of dury:toundervalue and diſcſteem the 
[beſt of all his graces in reſpe of the - righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, and #7 order to juſtification in the \ fight 
of God':' looking on every thing,being, well being, 
ourward crijoyments, inward abilities, Vertues, 
graces, as matters of no rate or eſtimativnwhen 
Chriſt and the Confcience of duty ftandeth in-com- 
petition with then. | 


| I have'done'' with the: Dodtrinal part of this 
paint, &atn ſorry to have ſo long detain'd/a learned 
' | Auditory with things fo tully knowne unto them be- 
fore. | Inow-proceed to Application, | - 

It is ſaid when Chriſt preached this'Dedrine \ 
that he'called rhe people/ unto. him "with his Diſ- 
ciples, M4r.8.34:MyExhortation PETTY 
unto you and my ſelf ſhall be 'double. One as we 
arc the people of Chriſt, the other as we arc his Þ/ſ- 
ciples, and Minifters.” Cd 

'Asths people of Chriſt, let us be exhorted, 

I. Totake heed of that fin which is formally 
oppoſite unto Selfe-denial, as a fin moſt pernicious 
and obſtructive ro ſalvation, which is the finne of 
Selfe-love, 'or felfe-cſtimarion ;-a moſt comprehen- 
five and ſeminal luſt , which lics at the roote of 
every other finne:for unto the-formality- of every 
-inne belongeth an inordinate converſion of a crea - 
tire unto himſelfe , and therefore. it is ſer by the 


Apoſtle | 
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[Apoſtle as Commander in chict in the head: of a 
; whole Regiment of ſins, 2 T:m.3.1,5. Ir branches 
it ſelf inro two great ſins, Selfe-ſeeking , as an; end, 
'and Se!fe-depending , as a means unto that cnd,(for | 
[he that worketh for himſelf, will work from him- 


ſclt roo. ) : £ 
Self -ſeeki:g, when men neither regard the Will —_—_— ai 


but are wholly taken up in ſerving their owne | Gu omum 
wills and deſires, Seeking therr owne _ » and not fb; g tibi,ni. 
the things of Feſus Chriſt, Phil.2.21. Like the Pro. bileſſc incipis 
phers empty Vine, bringing fruitonly to themſelves, F157 onmth 
\Hoſ 10.1.  Obcying their, owne Wills againſt inCaniic. 
Gods, Jer. 18.-12. 44. 17. giving car tothe temp- 

tation of their own luſts, Fames 1. 14. making their 

owneyes Judges of right and wrong, Judges 17, 6. 

whence ariſe proud reaſonings and contendings | 

againſt the Truth ; falſcncſle of heart in Gods | 
Covenant ; falling off from his Service ; leaning | 

upon our own Wiſdome ; . with many diſtempercd | 

and froward paſſions which uſually attend up- | 

on a will wedded unto it ſelfe. Now this kinde 

of Sclte-love our Saviour here tellerh us is indeed | 
thegreatcſt Self-hearted that can be. whoſoever 
will ſave bis life ſhall Iofe tt,and wheſoeuer will life 
hes life for my ſake, ſþall finde it. v. 25. Our love and 
our life ſhould ſtill go together , for all things 
are loved inorder to lite. That onely may be the 
terminus of our love, which is the fountain of 
our life. 1f any man have his lite from himſelfe, 
'thar mans love may reſt in himfelf, . Now the x\ 


poſtle will tcll us that Chriſt is our life, (1. 3. 4. 
Gat, 


—— 


and Call of God, nor theneed and good of man , | ſbi,plucer. Ber. 


—— 
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©var@ wn | Gal, 2.20, ( for the lite we have without him,is but | 
rig, gradgs ad mortem ) and therefore hee muſt bee our | 
dps 452/p). | doe too ( a5 1gratine called him.) His end, his: 
lgnar.epi.1 | will, his wiſdom muſt be ours. As all Rivers run, 
ry into the Sea, and doc not ſtay within themſelves, 
and ſoarc kept from being harmfull. If the Sun 
ſhould keep urs light , the Clouds their raine, thc 
Earth its ſap umothemſelves, what uſe were there 
of them, or benefit by them > God hath made all 
things in ſucha ſweet ſubordination, that each one 
| ſerving that which is above it ſelf , inanimare ani-| 
mate, and both man,and man God; all the ſers4 
| vices of all the crearures ſhould finally - mect and 
run intoGod , who alone is worthy-of all . ſervice 
| and obedience. 
| © Self-depending is, when we put confidence ( for 
' Spiritual ends , which reſpe righteouſncle and 
ſalvation in-our Graces, expeRting pardon: of finne, 
(favour with God , and finall happineſs from our 
own duties ; asthe Jews did , Rom. 10. 3. 
when for other Cru! aud publick ends wee put 
\conblate in Men, Counſels, Horſes, Treaſures, 
in an Arm of fleſb , riſing and finking , confidin 
and droopingor deſponding, according as ſecon 
cauſes doe ebbe or flow: a finne which in theſe 
times we are rwo much guilty of , and whereby 
God being ſo greatly provoked , might juſtly 
| Jeave us to our {elves , that when wee finde our 
| ſelves fatherlefs , we might be driven more cloſe- 
ly to finde mercy tn htm. It is a finne very tnjurious 
{cothe Love , Power, Wiſdome, Mercy , Truth 
| .of-God, upon which Attributes of his our confi- 
| dence 


LES hed —— 
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dence ſhould caſt Anchor - For all theſe are im- 


| mutatle , always the ſame , ever equally neere 
unto us, tender of us, ready to cngage themſclves 
d 


for us : And therefore there ſhould not bee ſuch 

changes, ſuch riſings and fallings in our de- 

pendance upon him. But we weak men are like 

a Ship at Anchor z though the Anchor be faſtencd | 
unto a ſure Rock, which moverh not , yer the Ship / 
notwichſtanding is ſubject Mill ro roffings and un- 
quietneſſe , when Windes and Waves bear upon 
it : So thoughour Anchor and confidence have a 
ſute and ſtedfaſt ground to keep it unmoveable ; 
yet according to the different Aſpe& of ſecond 
Cauſes , our hearts are roo apt to waver and 
change ; one while to {ay with Dauid , 1 ſhall ne- 
wer be maved ; and preſemly , upon the turne of 
things, to be faint and troubled again. -Therc- 
fore we ſhould pray and labour for a more ſtable 
and compoſed 0x. of heart: = not one while, 
The enemy is ſtrong, now we ſhall be devoured : 
ſay not another time , The enemy 1s weak , now | 
we (hall prevail, and have an end of trouble. But | 


| 


19 


letus learne to ſuzfifie the Lord God of Hoſts bim- | 


ſelf in our hearts , let him be our feare , aud let himte 
or hope : when he bumbleth ws, letus fear , and yer | 
ſtill r-uft in him , becauſe it we repent and re- | 
turn, hee will liftus up; ( for it is all one with bijm 
to helpe , whether wit» many, or them that hate no 


power.) And when he exalterhus, let us rejovce, 


and yer ſtill rrem#e ; becauſe if we be proude , and | 
provoke him, he lifter us up in anger, that hee. 
may make our ruine and fall the greater , as the 
Pſalmitſt 
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Pfalmiſt ſpeaks, Thou haſt Lifted me up, and ca't mee 
down. 

Ler us be the more earneſtly exhorted unto 
the praCtiſe of this duty ; by how much the more 
neceſſary ir is, and fundamental unto ſalvation : 
for which purpoſe let us learne and. pur in uſe 
theſe tew brict, but excellent Rules. 1. To ex- 
alt the Word'and Counſel of God in our judye- 
ments, In marters of Faith, Worſhip, and Obe- 
dience , let us ferch our light from him , and not 
leane on onr own wiſdome , nor bee wiſe in our owne 
eyes, Prov. 23, 4. Iſai. 5. 21.nor ſuffer natural and 
carnal rcafonings to elude and ſhift off any Di- 
vine truth , whereby luſt ſhould bee reſtrained , 
and conſcience guided, 2. To exalr the Authority 
of God in our w:lls, to ſay as Paul did , Lord what 
wilt thou have me to doe > This is the great point 
upon which all duty hangs. The principal point 
in difference between God and ſinners is, whoſe 
| Will ſhall ſtand, his or theirs. (eſſet voluntas pro- 
pria, non erit infernus , (aid Bernard truly : Con- 

uer Will, and you conquer Hell, 3. To exalrt 
br Honour of God inall our Aimes. Ler us buc 


willing that it goe well or ill with our ſelyes , 
according as the one or the other doth mol! 
make for Gods glory, and for the advancing of 
his Name, to ſay as David, if 1 ſhall finde fauou, 
tn the ezes of the Lord, hee will trino me azain,and ſheu 
me his hatitation : But if he thus ſay , I hate no aelig)! 
in thee , telold here am 1 , let him dce to mee as 
ſeemeth good unto him, 2 Sam. 15.25,26. To ſay 
with Fob, Cap.1.21.as well when he taketh away 

as 


Wa. 9 | | 
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as when hegiveth, Bleſſed be his Name. To ſay with 
Paul, Let (hrift ke magnified in my body, whether it bee 
by Life or by Death, Phil.1.20, Iris fitter that hee 
hould have his Honour, then that we ſhould have 
our eaſe. It may be our prayer, that he would glo. 
rific himſelf in our deliverance ; bur it muſt be our 


not be glorified. If thou wilt (Lord ) be glorified 
by our dcliverance,we ſhall admire and magnifie 
thy mercy ; Bur it thou wik be glorified by our de- 
{trudtion, we muſt needs adore thy dominion over 
us, and acknowledge thy righteous judgement in 


of Chriſt and his Church uppermoſt in our hearts : 

this love will conftrainew, and make us willing tv 

be offered up in the publick ſervice :, to ſay with 
Fonab, caſt me into the Sea, 1o the tempeſt may bee | 
ſilled :- ro ſay with Ether, 1f 1 periſb, 1 periſh : to 
ſay with Paul, 1 will Very gladly ſpend-and tee ſpent , 
though the more abundantly 1 love, the leſſe I be loved : | 
and, we are glad when we are weake, and you are ftroue.| 
This publick Love will cry downall private .inte- 
reſt, and make us ſay to our {elves a5 El:ſha to Ge- 
hazi, Is this atime to recerue monty , 4nd to recerue 
garments, and-0ltve-yaras, and Vine-yards, and ſbeep, 
and Oxen, and MensſerUants , and Maid-ſervants ?| 
2;Kin. 5. 16. andias Feremy to'Barwth:; The Lord is 
breaking down,and plucking up, ad ſeekeſt thou'great 
things for thy ſelfoſcek them not Fer. 4 5,:4,5 .Certainly, 

that man cannot- without-:great repentance and 
reſticution expe meteyfrom Chriſt, who, 1o-he! 
may promote his: owne "__ and ſordid ends, 


(u0- 


choice,rather not to be delivered,then that he ſhould | 


proceeding againſt us. Laſtly, To fer up the /ove | 


W 


——— 
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quocunque mods, and make a and Merchandizc 
of the calamity of his __, and the times 3 | 
cares not haw he defraud , ſpoile, devoure, {uck 
from the;publick into his owne Ciftcrne, regards 
| not. which way the Church orthe Stare fall, back 
; ox edge, fink or ſwim,lo he may fleep in a whole 
skinne, and ſecure his uwnftake, and fiſh in rrou- 
bled waters, and with the unjuſt. Steward , write 
down fiftyfor an hundred ; and like a Fly , ſuck | 
fatneſs and nouriſhment unto himſelf our of the 
wounds and ſores, ou of the blood and tears, out yp 
- | of the ruines and calamitics of other men. Surely, | 

|if ever: Gods bands were lapped & any diſbeneH 
genes if ever the ſing roll did ſeize uponthe hou- | 


of perjurious'robbexs, . ro conſume the Timber 
and the Stones thereof : if ever the curſe of Gebazs 
| did attend upon 11] mids if nn 
| and Byimfiome were [| ds purc 
with i : Fever fire I dorere habits- 
tions of injuſtice : if ever a wo did hunt thoſe who 
increaſc that which is not their own,and build with 
blood - if ever the ftoxe did cry out of the wall;and the 
beamour of the Timberanſwerir:s if ever the fur- 
rows of the field did complain, and cal for thiſtles in 
Peak evoiie;; cntrechip.infeate? barly - ſuch 
menas theſe ruſt expe that the wrath of God 
will mingle gall and birternebs with ſuch wages of 
iniquity, they are ſure neverto enjoy them in their 
lives wach comfort ,,. nor 'to*leave theme at their | 
| 3 91 them to their po- 
| icy without/a cahker and curſe. The robbery of 
the wiched ſhall ds roy them, Prov. 2447. | 
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of his 


moved at the breaking 


Now then for the quickning of us to this neceſ- 
| duty, there are two notable .cncouragements 
in the Text. 1. It cnablethus to take #p ov7 croſs, | 
meckly, wi Ys 
whatſoever 


D 2 


jon God ſhall lay upon us. The 
leſs we value our (clves, the berter ablc ſhall we be 
to digeſt any troubles that befall us. We are nor 
of an Earthen or Wodden 
Veſſel : burif a Diamond or rich Jewel be defaced, | 
ir doth greatly affeR us : the more' vile we are in 
our own eys, the more unmoved we ſball be when 
any bruize or breach is made upon us. Whoam 1, 
chat I ſhould fret againſt God,or 
idence ? airs ny Owen | 
20 teach, or enough ro 2 
che will of m Maſies? why ſhould rhe Gemn—e. | 
ſteem his back roo delicate to bear the burden , or 
his hands tootender to do the work which his Ma- 
ſter was pleaſed to bear and to dobefore him? Did | 
Chriſt bear a croſs to ſave me > and fhall not Idoe 
the ſame to ſerve him > did he bear His , the hea- 
vieſt thatever lay on the ſhoulders of a man > and 
ſhall nocl bear mize, which he by his hath made 
{o light and cafie 2 Surely, if we could have ſpiri- 
wal apprehenfions of things as 
of God, Angels,and good men, ſhame would be e- 
ſfteemed a marter of honour and glorying, when ir 
is for Chriſt, The Apoſtle went away from the 
preſence of the Counſel rejoycing;AHs 5. 41. ir: xa- 
A batted S conferred Fore 
| 9 Or ignity upon 
to ſuffer ſhame for the name of Clirift,. | | 


toaccept, and bear 


cavillat the ways 


are inthe eyes 


were hanored - with 
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-. 2: It enablerh us to follow Chri#f in-all durics 
of obedience. . When can ſay, not my will, I ſhall 

quickly ſay, Thy will Le done'z 1 ſhall follow him-as 
a:Lord, ' No ſo ncecflary a qualification toſervice, 
aSSelf-gental : ' Chriſt binaſelt, though by the dig- 
nity of his perſon he were free, yer being in the 
tormof a ſervant, did not ſeek;nor doe bis,own will,but 
the wil of him that ſent him, Fob. 5.30.& 6.38.1 ſhall 
tollow him as an example:tor.whar he commands us 
ro do, tote doing thereof he encouxageth us by his 
own £xample,Foh. 13. 15, Legal obedience 1s in 
hearing and dang; but Evangelical obedience for the 
moſt part is: int hearing and tmitatine, 1 Pet.2.21.For 
this end, we were predcſtinated, untothis we were 
called, that we mighr be conformed unto him , hear 
hinsin all things whatſoever he. ſhall ſay , Afis 3. 22. 

and follow him whereſoever be ſhall go, Rev.14.4. To 
gtveup our ſclves inall things unto his wiſdome to 

counſel, and unto his w:# ro :command us,and inno 

ſervice of his to confer with fleth or blood... This is 
the higheſt and nobleſt diſpoſition. of a childe of 
God,and that wherein he moſt reſemblerh Chriſt, 
ro exclude and prefcinde all felf-reſpefs -in every 
thing 'wherein his Matter is to be ſerved and glorw 
fied. Self-ſeeking ever proceeds from lowneſs of 
minde, The more truly and ſpiritually nobleany 
man is,the more publick fpirited for Gods honour, 
and the good of Church and State. Look'among the 
creatur2s, and you will ever finde, that theſe: who 

liveonly to.and for themſelves, are eicher aſe or 

milde,maean, or tyrannicall Worms, Caterpillars,|. 
Weezles,Mice,Rats,live and' ear only for them- 
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7 bought me. He denyed himſelf ro purchaſe 
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ſelves ; this is their baſereſs. Lions, Wolves,Leo-| 


 pards,Tigers,prey and ravine only tor themlelves; 


they plough not your land, carry nor your burdens, 

ſubmit not to your commands; this is their wildxeſs. 
But the noblctt creatures, as Sun, Moon, Stars, have. 
Spheres of activity, wherein they work for the pub- 
lick good , and the more large the Sphere, the 
more noble their nature, God hath planted a kinde 
of-natur/al felf-denial un all creatures. Light things 

will move downward , and heavy things will 
move upward, to preſerve the compages ot nature | 
from a rupture. And he hath planted a kinde of / 
Moral Self-denial in very Heathen men , where- 
by they preferre the publick ſafety and intereſt a-! 
bove themſelves. As Pompey anſwered the man 
who would have diſwaded him from going upon | 
a publick, bue;dangerous Epedition, Neceſſe eſt ut 
cam, non ut UrVam. But we arc never enough our 
of our ſelves, till Chriſt have raken the ſpoils of us, 
and divided all that isin us unto himſclte and his 
Church ; and enabled us, .when Satan calls upon 
Wir, to be wanton or ſcurrilous : upon Reaſon, to 
be proud and hereticall : upon will, ro bee ſtub- 
born and froward : upon Paſlion, tobee diſorder- 
ly and violent : upon Power, to bee infolent and 
injurious  : upon Wiſdome , to be cunning and 
crooked : upon Learning, to be flatulent and ac- 
ry : upon Wealth, to be luxurious ; -upon Great- 
neſs of minde , to bee ambitiuus , or the like : 
toanſwer , I am-neither Yowrs , nor mine own; 1 
am bought with a price, and his I am whv ſo dear- 


me, 
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me, I will deny my ſelf to ſerve him : I will not 
be ſo unwiſe as to loſe my ſoule by being un- 
thankfull for the ſaving of it ; or to fortcir Chriſt 
by ſerving his enemy and ſo ruine my ſelf, I have 
done with the exhortation which rcipeRs us as the 
| People of Chriſt : And come inthe lalt place ro the 
other which concerns us as his Diſciples and Mini- 
ſters. | 
Ir conſiſteth of rwo branches. 1. That we would 
pray for, 2. That we would practice this exccllent 
duty.For matives unto both which ler us ſeriouſly 
conſider, 
t. Thar nothing inthe world is more dangerous 
to the publick welfare of States or Churches , 
then private Self-ſeeking. One tale Tooth or Notch 


| in a VWheclc will ſpoile rhe motion of an exqui- 
ſire Inſtrument, One ſtring in a Lute which | 


| hath a privace tune of its owne, diflonant and un- 
harmonious to all the reſt, will corrupt the whole 
| Muſick : one ſelf-ſeeker who would be baired 
with 2 wedge of gold, and a Babyloniſh garment, 
had almoſt brought miſchicf upon the Camp of 
Iſrael, Private intereſt will ever obſtruct pub- 
lick duties ; What ſhall 1 doe for the hundred Ta- 
lexts > willbe a ſtrong obje&ion againſt a neceſ- 
oy reſolution. It was private intereſt made Pha- 
- 

ſtr 


oppreſs Iſrael, that they might not grow too 
_—_— a people, Exod, 1.10, It was Pri- 

| VAtE 1N made Feroboam {ct up the Calves at 
Dar and Bethel, leaſt nniry of worthip ſhould re- 
duce the ten Tribes to rhe houſe of David againe, 
1 K:4.12,26,27,28, Itwas private intereſt made 
the 
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the Fewes crucifie the Lord of glory, 1f wee let this 
man alone, the Romaz;s will come and deſtroy our place 
and Nation, Foba 11.48. for indced there was a 
| publick fame and expeRation of a grear Prince to 
ariſc out of Fudea, who was to rule over all the 
world,which the Romazs vlindly believe was made 
good, when Yeſpaſian, wito had beenthe PrefeBu | 
of that Province, came tothe Empire.) Ir was pri- 
vatc intereſt made Deme:r:44 and the Cratts-men 
cry up Diana, and cry down the Goſpel, A&s 19. 
24,27, As little Ditches joyned tothe ſides of a ' 
great River,will draw it away from its own Chan- 
nell, or asa Wen, or ſome other unnatural excreſ. 
cency will ſuck away unto it ſelf nouriihment from 
the whole body. | 
2, Ontheother hand, That ſelf-denal is an ad- 
mirable preparation unto great ſervices : the more 
tow and uſeleſs we are in our own eyesthe fitter we 
are to be imployed by God. who RR rhe oyl 
of his grace i Vaſa contrits, into broken Veſlels. 
When God offered Moſes to deſtroy 1ſrael, and 
make of him a great nation, he hath no heart to 
ſach a preferment, his Magiſtrate affeCtion to the 
people of God ſ{wallow'd up his —_— 
and all regard to all Domeſtical intereſts, Ex0.32, 
10,11, So Toſhaah his ſucceſſor divided the land of 
Canaan amongſt the Tribes , and had no portion al- 
lotred for himſelf rill the publick was ſerved , and 
that by the carcof the people , 7eſ.19.48 when the 
*ople of God were afflicted in Nehemiahs time, he 
was ſo far from adding thercunto by any aQ of op- | 


preſſion or violence,that he remitted much of his 
| own 
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awn right,and refuſed to eat the bread of the Goternour, 
Neh.s .14, Solomon prays not for riches, revenge, or 
any matter of private advantage , bur tor a publick | 
grace,the ſpiritof witdom tor government,1 Kzy.3. 
9. Hehadthe heart of a Governor betore, and that | 
rauzht him to pray tor the head of a Gouernoy too. | 
How low was Dauzd in his own cys,when God took 
him to teed his people 2 ho am 12 what is my Fathers | 
how[e,that thou haſt brought me hitherto d 2 Sam. 7, 28, 
How doth Moſes even to a ſinful modeſty,under-rate 
himſclf,when he is tro be imploycd ina great (cr- 
vice? who am 1, that ſhould go to Pharaoh? I am not 
eloquent, 1 am of a ſlow ſpeech, aud a ſlew tongue, Exo.3. 
x 1.8 4.10. It istruc, there was in this declining of 
his,ſomerhing of ſelf hid in his hcarr,to wit,the tear 
of enemies,which God took notice of,when he tells | 
him,The men are dead which ſought thy life,ch.4.19.yer 
I donbt not,bur ſes did truly conceive of his unfit- | 
neſs for that ſervice, as he ſpake. So 1ſaiah,a great 
Prophet, wo 1s me, I am undone . for 1 am a man of un- 
clean lips, Iſa.6.5. So Paul, I was a blaſphemer, a per- 
ſecuter, injuriows and et I obtained mercy, the mercy 
of pardon, the mercy of 'imployment ; mercy to be 
a Saint,mcrcy to be an Apoltle.Greateſt of ſnners,leſs 
then the leaft of Saints ; and yer that Apoſtle , 1a- 
boured more abundaitly ther: all the reſt, 1 Ar. I5,10, 
Before we uſe em Timber in buildings, we lay it 
' out inthe wind and Sun, to draw out all its own na- 
turalmoiſture:before we uſe Brick,we fetch out the 


| [{oftneſs of the clay,which it hath of ir felf,and har- 


denit in a furnace,thar it may be fir for ſervice: we 
cannot make Lime and Mortar of Stones, fo long as 


| Self-Denzal. 
they retaintheir natural hardneſs, till by the hear 
of fire they be made diſſolvable, and ſo fit totem- 
per -- So the Lord humbleth and draweth our ſelf. 
thoughts, ſelf-ſap , ſelf-indiſpoſitivns, any thing 
which might cauſe ſhrinking or warping, before 
he intruſts his Servants with great imployments. 
High buildings have deep foundations , call Ce- 


Richeſt Treaſure is drawn our” of the loweſt 
Mines : God layesthe Foundation of great Vorks 


day of ſmall things, as it. were, in a'grain of. Muy 
fo ſeed, that hemay have the ——_ oa 
Whar a high dignity was itto the Virgin « ,to 
be the Mother of God 2 She will tell us what foun- 
dation God laid in her for this dignity : He had re- 
ſpe to the low eſtate of his Handmaid,i Luke.1. 48. 
What graces doth Chriſt honour to: be:the Keyes 
of eternall life but Self-denying Graces > Faith and 
Repentarice. Bythe one whereof weare taught to | 
go out of-our ſelves, by the other roabhor our 
elves, -? *-- -- #2541 2666 1003; 
Conſider again; that there are .no condi- 
| tions of like which-ate not exceeding ſubje& unto 
the temptations of felfe-ſceking. Some men gain 
by the publick troubles 3-it differences ſbould* be 
compoled, and a | happy -end: put. to thefe cala- 
miries,their offices, cormands,advantages,cmploy- 
ments would expire ; they muſt then thrink back 


pains by the crimes of men, by their ſenſuality , 


ban 


in deſpiſed ang-ſelte-deſpiſing.Inftruments, iz | 


dars deep roots, quantum vertice, tantam' radice : | 


into their wonted lower condition-again. Others. |Quod ſuperef 
» ({terum Cinne- 


b ; : | G me Tonſor cri, 
uxury; prodigaliry, excelfc, malice; CY 3-/ Martial, 
a, E ome | 
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Crininibus de-| fame by one finne,. others by another.. If there 
liar; 2"6 | ſhould be roo firift Reformation, and Animad- 
Jurens)l, * | verſion over the Exorbicances of men, there 
| would much leſs water drive their Mill ; and as 
{abn Baptift, {o in this reſpe& , might they lay of 
nin, increaſe, we muſt decreaſe. We in our 
| profeſſion have our tempeations too : It ſo much 
- { duty be required, ſo much preaching, humiliation, 
thankſgiving, admynition , ſuperintendency ; ſv 
frequent returns and viciffirudes of ſervice doe ar- } 
wa our office, we muſt then ſhake hands for ever 
wid all our outward caſc and quict , and reſolve 
| never more'.to. have. the power and po | 
of out'{clves- We might inſtance cndleſſely 
—_— of this nature, from the Throne to the 
Plow... | 
_ Now then it.much behooverh us who are the 
Eards 'remembranters , to pray earneſtly untg. him 
for a large Spirit of Selfe-denial upon all in pyb- 
lick ſervice, both others and our ſelves , That 
God would preſerve us all from this dangerous 
temptation , That hee would take out of us all. 
our own ſap: and-luſts ,, whatever. would make 
har warp-, and ſhrink, and crack, and be unſcr- 
viceable to the ſtate, the Church, the Commu- 
nity whercunto we belong.. She who was to, 
JÞ marry an 1ſ7aelite, being her ſelfe an Alien ,was 
| to be ſhaven and pared, and taken as it were 
| from her vwn former ſhape , betore ſhe became 
| an iſraelite.. The ter of Pharaoh is no fir 
| | Wie for Solomon, till the forget her own people 
| and her Fathers Houſe, Fſolm-4.5. 10, a” - 
oy | 


£ 


th 
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lon, Tyre , Ethiopia, _ muſk renounce 

ir natural and Gentilitian Honours , and drive 
their Genealogy from Zo, before they can be 
uſefull untv the fervice and glory of God : 41 
ſprings ( ſaith hee , { aL Zion ) are in thes 
Pſalm 87. A man who works all for , and ont of 
himſelfe, is like a ſtanding lake, which harbours | 
Toads and Vermine , of very little uſe, of no pure 
uſe ar all ; bur they who deny themſelves, and 
work for God, and God, are like the ſtreams 
of a Spring ; their ſweetneſs, —_—_— running 
out of the Springs and Fountainsof Sox, inake them 
fir for their Maſters ufe, and prepared unto every 
good work. 

Let ts therefore; I ſay, pray for at who are in 
publick imployment , That God would give them | 
| publick ſpirits. 

For the Kings Majeſty, That God would fill his 
heart with this excellent grace; and with che love 
of the common welfareabovealt other refpects or 
Intereſts, That he may bewail his poore people , 
48 David did, what have theſe ſheep done, that in a 
difference of mine they ſhould ſaffer ſuch' bitter 
chings> Thar God would mefcifully'prefetve | 
him from Joyning with the Enemies of pure Re | 
ligion (ro the endangering thereof ) for the pro- | 
moting of ſnch ends , as thoſe Enemics of God. | 
even according to' the priciples and praQtices of 
their Religion , are rmnch- more likely m the con- | 
cluſion to betray and deſtroy, then promote of pre- | 
ſerve. 

For the Parliatnent, That God would double | 
M5 ONES — 
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upon them- the | nay of Selfe-Deniall; that as 
they have denied themſelves ,. their Eaſe , Plea- 
ſures,eſtates,and have indefatigably wraſtted with 
Mountainous difficulties ;to vindicate publick Li- 
\ berty. and Reformation: ſo God would keepe it 
alwayes in the imaginations and Reſolutions of 
their hearts, to ſeck the wealth of the people ; and 
as CMordecat did,To ſpeak peace unto them,and to therr 
ſeed, Eſther 10, 3, Thar God would cauſe them 
ſtill ro ſpeak comfortably wnto the Levites , who teach the 
good knowledge of the Lord ; and to command them 
to carry forth all ay; out of the holy place, as 
good Hezektah did, 2 (hron.29.5.and 30. 22, That 
no jealouſies may ever break aſunder , but that 
Piety and: Wiſdom -may moſt ſweetly knit .roge- 
ther the | Civill 'and the Eccleſiaſtical Dil- 
penſations in things pertaining to God and his 
Hovle. | 
| Forthe Armies : That God would pour out up- 
on them the noble ipirit of Self-denial,. and carry 
them by his power and blefling with unwearicd rc- 
ſolutions to the ſervices they are intruſted with- 
all. That nothing but the alone deſires of an happy and 
well-grounded peace may put ſpirits and vigor into 
the ſword of War, | 
For our ſelves, That we may in all mattcrs of 
duty and ſervice deny ourſelves. Ir is a ſingular 
mercy of Chriſt untous, ſv to order the buſineſs 
of his Church ;as that the reverence of the per- 
ſons and funCtion of his Miniſters ſhould bee as ir 
| were complicated and” linked up rogether with 
ou own honour, according as he hath laid, He _ 
earet 


—_ . d- _ 
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heareth you, heareth mee ; and he that deſpiſetl» 10u , 


deſpiſeth mee z whoſoever cntertaine honourable| * 


thouzhes of Chriſt by our Miniſtery , cannot bur 
therewithall reverence us, and _— the feet 
of tiioſe beautifull , who diſcover iluch glad Ty- 
dings unto them. And it 15 but a counterfeit and 
Hypocriticall pretence of Zeal for Piery , which 
is accompanied with any low thoughts , or con- 
temptuous undervaluing of the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel. TheGalatiazs reccived Paul as an An- 
gel of Gud, yea, as Chriſt himſelfe, and would | 
have placked out their own eyes to have given | 
rhem unto him : But though Chriſt hath joyned 
theſe things together, yer it is our duty in all our 
aimes and defires to abſtract and preſcinde our | 
Maſters intereſt from our own reward ; to ſeeke 
Chriſts honor alone,and to leave unto him the care | 
of ours. | 
I dare not think or ſuſpe& that in any of our 
humble Advices and Petitions to the honourable | 
Houſes of Parliament, we have at all purſued any 
private inrerecſt of our own, but only that ſervice 
which we are perſwaded Chriſt hath entruſted 
his Miniſters withall , which I am fully aſſured 
have been the only: ſcope we have aimed at : yet 
becauſe ſome are jealous with a jealouſic of Suſ- 
pition, thatir is ſo; Letus our ſelves alſo be jea- 
lous with 'a jealouſic of fear and Caution, that it 
may not be ſo : and let us pray for humble and 
ſelfe-denying hearts, that God would enable us 
to paſle through evill report, and through good 
report 3 and would furniſh us with ſuch ſpiritual 
meckneſs | 


33 
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nieckneſs and wiſdome, as that we may be able 
ro make it manifeſt tro the Conſciences of all, even 
of Enemies themſelves , that as we preach not our 
ſelves but Chrift Feſus the Lord, ſo we ſeeke not our 


Chriſt ; nor affc& Dominion over the people of God, 
but would only be helpers of theiy joy , and furthe- 
rers of their ſalvation, and ſervants unto them for Fe- 
ſus ſake. 

I have done with the firſt of my Exhortati- 
on, to ſtir us up ih bchalfe of our felves and others, 
to pray unto God to beſtow this excellent Grace 
|upon all who are intruſted in publick ſcrvices, un- 
to which ( had I fooner thought of ic ) I would 

have ſubjoyned a like Exhortation unto cvcry one 
| of us inour Miniſtery, to preſſe and urge the pra- 
Rice of this Duty upon our people , clpecpally 
when we preach before thoſe who are called unto 
publick truſts, and in whoſe hangs the managing of 
earand common affairs is depoſited. For cer. 
—— 1 hom cannever ſerve the publick with 
elry. 

I n7. proceed unto my laſt part of my Appli- 
cation, v:z. An Exhortation unto us our ſelves to 
practice this heavenly duty,whercin I can bur offer 
a ſceleton, and ſome naked lincamens of what 
might have been more fully enlarged. I ſhall 
branch chis Exhortation likewiſe into two parts : 
One concerning our general Miniſtery , the other 
cuncerning our particular Relation unto the ſervice 
of this Aſſembly. 
| Forthe forme; ( I ſhallneed ſay nothing of the 


thi rd 
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ſelves or our owne things , but the things of Teſus 


—_— 


br Self-Denial. 


third way of ſclf-deniall ; there being none , I 
preſume, either here or in our Miniſtery , who ſa. 
value their own graces as to ſcck rightevuſneſſe 
from them, or to hang ſalvation upon them,) Of: 
the twoformer, let me crave leave to offer a word 
or two. 

Firſt, That we would ftudy to dey our ſelves in 
thoſe mare peculiar and ſpecial! failings which we 
are-ſubje unto as Miniſters of the Goſpell : many 
particulars might be ſingled out , Iſhall name bur 
twoatthis time, namely Aﬀetion of New lights in 
Dodrine , and of New ſexſes and Expoſitions of 


Scripture.. | 
For the former, there are in thisage of Liber- 


ty(for uſually fuch men do Captare Tempora impace- 


relleth us)very many itching and wanton wits,men 
of an A — wr ſpend all their time in 
_—_—_— but to hear and to tell: ſome New The- 
ology,who flic after too high notions, and abſtruſe, 
Metaphyficall,unheard of fancies ; not contentin 

themſelves with the wholeſome form of found 
wards, and thegeneral harmony of Orthodox Do- 
tine ; who dire all the ſtudics and navigations 
of rhcir mindes unto Theologra incogmia, to practice 
new experiments, and tro make new diſcoveries. 
For mine own part, I never liked Projeflors in any 
kind, rhey uſually delude others, and undo them- 
ſelves : But above all, a ProjeQor in Learning is 
one of the moſt unhappy : and of all learning , 


ta & inquiets , as Petrus Arodirma learned Civilian | 


none more ecrous then &: Projefor in Theology ;| 
the likclieſt piece of Timber of any other , _ _ 
whic 
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which to ſhape firſt a Sceptirk, and after 'that an 
Heretick , and art laſt an Atheiſt ; ſuch were the 
Ancient Hereticks of old , Vatentinus , Baſilides , ; 
Montanus, Marcus, and the reft , who as Euſebius | 
relleth us , were wont-to amuſe the people with 
ſtrange words, and unintelligible expreſſions , rhe 
better ro draw-rhem firſt into admiration , and by 
that-into belief ; and ſuch were in our later age of 
the-Church, Fau#im Socimus , and Conradus For- 
tim, and diversothers , whoſe corrupt and bold 
Do&rines , - have ſpread like a Gangrene, and 


miſerably infeſted rhe Churches of Chriſt in 0- 


cher Countreys. And many ſuch are likely cnough 
to ariſe and multiply in theſe Kingdoms ( hereto- 
fore famous for unity in Doctrine ) if the Fancies 
of New Light , and Liberty of Conſcience (falſe- 
ly ſo called ) ſhould I on and preuaile : one ſad. 
example whereof we have already in the prodi- 
ious and moſt execrable blaſphemics of a Socrxr- 
anHeretick, to ſay nothing of any other diſtem- 
rs. 

I do not doubt, but when the Prophecies of 
Scripture , touching the affairs of rhe Chnrch 
which are yet future ( of which IT believe there 
are many ) thall be fulfilled , there will by thar 
' means bee much more light in underſtanding 
ſuch predictions, 'then ir is poſſible yer to: have 
of them while they arc unfulfilled ( for the ac- 
compliihment of Prophecies are the beſt and ſu- | 
rſt expoſitions of them. ) But in things DoFri- 
all, and Evanrelicall, in marters of Faith, Duty, \ 


and Godlineſfle ( which, I am ſure, ought to be the | 
* heads 


heads of opr preaching ) to, cry up New, Ls 
and to ame the prog way Me Ke. 
fancies, and Chimica extractions, 45 if HNCY WCre 
deep ang, heavenly mylkerics , 2nd 49. che, negne || 
timeto neglect the preaching . [dwy., and; zhe 
ſavory and ſaving pririciples;of Repentance and 
new Obedience, 1s the next way to intraduce | 
Scepriciſm intoche Church, and: a farre reader | 
| meanes to make men, queſtion che ruth . of. all | 
| chat chey-learned before, then ever yp attain; any 
| certain knowledge of the things which are new 
taught them. tais thercture let minifteriall 
| prudence;and zeale for the ſpuls of. our hearers, 
and for the peace of the Gen each Us. to dey 
ny all pride and. wantonne of wit, -which,wauld | 
offer ro attempt and tranſport us into 4y-mayes,and 
make us buſie .gur ſelves in finding gut a North- 
welt paſlage:(it I may ſo ſpcake)umo heaven, but 
let us content our ſe]ves.. with the murgs of truth 
and ſoberneſſe, with the wholeſome form of ſawwd 
words , that- we may be workmen who, need pot be 
aſhamed |, rightly gs; the,word of truth.z, and | 
making maniteſt the will of.God to; the, Conſgi- | 
ences of opr-hearers -by. Demonſtrations 'of the Spi- | 
rit and of power, that they being copuinced, and be | 
ſecrets of their hearts diſcovered, may fall domwn and | 
worſhip God , aud acknowledge that God 15 17-us of a 
truth. + | or : 
2, Let us lcarn.to deny our. ſelves'in the 2a 
| | tzon of new ſenſes and meanings of Scripture , in 
| indulging a liberty to our own wits and fancics, | 
| to pick exceptions at _ pious and ſolid qxpo- 


— —— 


{tions 


ſirions of ortier Learned men. We know how 
affedtation of Alegories and forced alluſions in 
_ [Origen and ſome Ancients , and affeQation 
* of Calalſmer in many Rabbinicall Doors, harh 


ge IO abuſed the holy Text, which 
te, |15'no mall finne in the Apoſtle Peters judge- 
'[ment, 2'Pef. 3.16, Dic ubicubas in meridie,you 
know what a wilde and proud ſenſe the Donatiſts 
par upoti that place to maintain their African 
Schiſme, But as Futenal faid of Children, Max- 
ima debetur pueris reverentia, I may ſay in ano- 
| Nunquenve- | ther ſenſe of the holy Scriptures, thar we owe 
ronment much- reverence and-veneration unto them, and 
cimde Dev 6. | WE may 'not without much modeſty, and gravity, 
gin. Sen. Nat and fear; ſer our ſelves to rhe expounding 
rifteeele, of them. 1 donordeny{ it were injurious to the 
| vifes and'graces of Gods Spiric , beſtowed: diffe- 
realy npon them, fo' ro doe )' but that we may 
deliver our own 'private coneeptions upon a 
ey wy , though erved by others 
- | us ( that may be revealed to another which 
'firtethby, which a former had not» difcovered ; ) 
But''I' diflike the affeFation of finding ſomethi 
mew and ſtrange in every thing we read, thou 
Plaine, caſte, and by others lircrally and clearly 
j expounded ; a coming with prejudice unto the 
labours of our brethren, and willingneſs to finde 
faulrs and defedts in what they have done before 
vs. ' Whenſoever therefore we judge it needfull 
to interpoſe any opinion or ſenſe of our owne , 
letus, Firſt, do it with humiliry and ſubmiſſion , 
] with teſcrvation of Honour and reverence unto 
others 
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others from whom we differ ; not « Magiſterially 
or tribunirially, with an Jace As if we [| __ 
[ther Oracles then Opinions. Secondl 

handy abprnt pray rig FH = on 
L 8wem ; c 

which ace ries pune yo godlineſs, inco diverticles of | Ga 
fancy, or critic 

to judge thoſe expoſitions nas 1 hw 09 (ovodell which 


molt Orrhodox, pradticall, | ,and 1 
pr 1 
l 


Criſt 


| deny —_— fe: _—_ ne | 
like to wear out, 
be conf OPENED ſervice. There are ma- 


» <a ARA the performance of 


e prejudices and jealouſics which men 
are Spe ro conceive againſt us. Some look u 
us asif we did drive a deſign end ofieſt ae 
mination, and ſou ought great ings for our ſelves. 
Very many likewiſc have an cvill © up iy 
outward T dika and proſperity 
ſters, they are aptto object unto us , 
dy to lay plots, and ſubſcribe Petirions againſt us 
inthe marrer of our maintenance. Meaner ray- 
men, courſcr dict, _— I LOT ry way 
mapis curts _—_ 
much firter for us. Ne and due like Aa ir 
becomes us, and ir i by our duty to maintaine and 
vindicatc Fura es” +5 and decentiam Status Y 
' wel 
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| +... | We etinfior Wkhont unworthy eowardize betray 
|. *, © | the righies which belong to our: places. The A- 
! 1. 142: 94. poſtle Pay! dothrmagnifie his Office, and fo in our 
fone? 1” } degree and-propertioiimulſt we zand he will plead | 
17207" Far 3owble Donowb in behalf of thoſe wh ſabonr | 
_- --| ih the Word and Dodtine, and ſo may we, Only 
094.4: wider: O . e be mi{-judge 

p [obs ts cof ſuc Adttevas theſe, as if es 
1] til ſeck and: ferverour Felits'; Let bs dot ic with. 
——_— ſuch tenderneſs, as that we may ftop the mouths 
dar my deg watch for dg us; and, 
| Y;  AANG Pann knefR;4 XC enc wiſdome , 
\ ON + nipe ef th Wo 0;'ant all the teafures and 
,- -« | vatities" theredF) ning it as if we ufed it not, 
| + -- -*] withont'vaniry, withour levity, withotr exceſſe , 
| 4). | byont boanty th chariry; and miniftring ro the 


w 


neceſſities of the Saints, and making all 7 ſub- 


(Wree appear t& HAVE written on it, Folinefſe 10 the 
Lor#,we rray phtto ſilencerhe ignorance of foolith, 
andthe calumnies of envious men. 

2; The weaknefles of Divers men, who are but | 
babesin khowledpe; men'of low and natrow ca- 
pdcitits, will" likewiſe call upon us to deny our 
ſev& inour parts and learning ; though we could 
ſet forth a feaſt of tranp meats, of wine, of fatted 
| thihgs; yet we muſtdeſcend and provide m/lt , and 
Murk 4.13. 7 &2maxfiin for (ach as thefe ; and with the 
Fob, \6,12 \poſtle;FF all things to 'aH men , that by all means 
«Cor 0.2, | ie may [avt ſome.” Tn ſome Seas and winds, the-| 
| rnb RAG Ht be hofſed up ;. in others, the leſſe 
you] pred; the ſwifter you move. Pal had ftirong | 
+. +5369 wi” Argu- 
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arguments when he” diſputed with- the Philoſo- 
phers at Athens , and caſte, low Exhortations 
when he inſtructed the ſervants and children ar 
Epheſuu. . + 

3. The pride , frowardneſs, and: tumours of 
men will many times minde ns of this dury, Uſual-. 
ly men will expect to be pleaſed and flattered , 
when indeed they ought to- be reproved by us. 
Our relations unto them, our! dependencies uport 
them , will tempt us to forbeare *unwelcome' 
truths, leſt we'forteir our reputation with chem, 
our ſupplics- from them. In this caſe we muſt 
reſolve to deny 6ur relations , our dependencies , | 
to prefer the Truth, of God, and the Confcience 
of daty before the favours' of men, Though the 
more we loue , the leſſe we be loved. - Cowardize in 2 | 
Miniſtcr is baſer then ina Souldicr, by how much { 
our wartate is more honourable, A faithfull re- 
proof will get more love and honour at rhe laſt, 
then a ſinfull and fawning diſfimulation. Though 
Paul reproved the diffimulation of Petey, yet Pe- 
tey praiſcrh the wifdome of Paul. Peſſimum 1n;- 
micorum genus laudantes. A man can have no 
wore enemy in the world then a flattering and 
fawning Miniſter , that dares not deale plainly 
with his Conſcience. We are in much more dan- 
ger to towrong the ſouls of men by our ojle; rhen | 
by our ſalt ; by our praiſes,then by our reproofs. 
Laſtly, the ſad condition 'of the Church-of 
God in theſe times of diſtraction and diſtreſſes 
doth mainlycall ugon us for this duty of Self-de- 
ziall, that we would fer our felves more to ſeek | 
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the welfare of the whole , and hack ap 
the ſad breaches that arc amongſt us, then 
to advance our vwn ends , or to ad c-our 
lelves, And inthiscaſc there arerwo things we' 
ſhould kearn to deny, | 
1, Our own 1xterefis in compariſon of the 
common ſafery. Let itnever emer into the de- 
fires of of any of us to wiſh,or be contented tharthe| 
troubles cominuc , thar the breaches and diffc- 
rences be kepe (till open-till parties be balanced, 
rill wee can by time work out more 
mcanes to advance our owne intereſts, Oh that 
ſuch a thing as ſides and parties ſhould be ever : 
thoughe on amongſt Brethren , when Churches 
rn doms _ flame ! _ _—_— 
in Flutarch, ot Themiſtocles Ariftzaes, 
two great Commanders, who though there were 
privatc differences berween them(clves, yer doing 
at any time joyned in Commiſſion upon publi 


. 


| 


'miry and accord upon the common affairs. Ir isan 
excellent example, and worthy the imiration of 
Chriſtians. 

2. Our private judgemezts and opinions , fo far 
forth as not to widen the wounds and encreaſe 
the diviſions of a bleeding Church , by an unſca- 
ſonable venting and contending for them , they 
bo or nm——e— matters of faich and mo- 
ra , 


bur matters mecrly groblematical, and 
| of ptivate perſwaſion,wherein godly men as” + 
i 
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| differently minded, without breach of love, or ha- 
zard of ſalvation. I have long had this opinion, 
chata divided Miniſtry in this Kingdom of Con- 
| formiſts and Non-confortuiſts was fomented by 
anEpiſcopall intereſt ; that ſome being zealous 
| on the one ſide, and orhers on the other , they 
might never want matter for their power, having 
objects both for their frowns and for their fa- | 
vours to work upon. VWhence peradventure it | 
was, that when former Ceremonics grew more 
generally to be digeſted, the praQtice of others , 
and more offenſive, began ro be introduced , to 
difcriminate Miniſters till , and by that means 
to be the fomes of Epilſcopall power. As men 
put Vipers and fleſa into veſſels of Wine , that by 
feeding on them it may be preſerved from weak- 
=_ ir ſelf, Bur what, or whence ſhould the 
caule now be, that we muſt ſtill have a divided 
Miniſtery > That they who were formerly united 
| in ſuffering , _ y = =_ ueyet rn and 
HMeletiu, ( as we e in Epiphariw) di-'...,  - 
vide a ſunderupon leſſer direc , and make pany o 
| ſeceffions one from another > whole. intereſt is 
"hereby ted? Whoare they that are moſt | 
pleaſed by theſe diviſions > Are any more likely | 
to make advantage by the diviſions of brethren, | 
| then they who are enemies unto them both > | 
ſ Forthe Lords ſake letus lay it to heart, and | 
the more we ſee the Common encmy gratificd by | 
it, and glorying in it, the more lct us be gricved | 
for it, and aſhamed of ir, and on all hands endea- | 
vour to take off the edge of prejudice and _ | 


©e. | 
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| perſons private intereſt , bur the common advan- 
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neſſe, When ſheep puſh.and run heads againſt 
onc another, it be pow rok ” weather. Ir 
wete worth-nort only our tafting and praying , but 
our ſtudying, our ſweating, pleeding, our dy. 
10g, to-Tecover peace to the\Church , and unity 
amongſt Brethren again. VWhy ſhould not the 
world-ſay of us now, as they were wont to ſay of 
Chriſtians heretofore, Vide ut ſe diligunt > Surely, 
biring , devouring, cenſuring , counter-working,, - 
ſpending the edge of prejudice, policies, and pal- 
on againſt one-anuther, well it. may be through 
humane:wcaknefle amongft good men , bur I am 
fureit is the thorn-and prickle, it'is not-the roſe 
or lower which growes upon that tree. I ſhall 
add but one word more unto this point, and ſo 
conclude itz and itisrhis, Thatno man ought to 
prejudice a publick and .generall Right by any pri- 
vate apprehenſions of his own, though they ma 
ſeem” ro have a pretence of - humility and ſelfc- 
deniall in chem. No ſingle perſon by any dif. 
claimer of his , may undertake to extinguith a 
common property. In copartnercyor tellowſhip, 
the rule of the -civill Law grounded uponcleare 
reaſons this, Nor rd quod -privatim intereſt unius 
ex ſociis ſerUart ſolet ſed quod ſoritatt expedit. No 


rage of the locicty is tobe atrended. And again, 
Ine cemmunt nemo jure 'quirquam facit altero muyu- 
to, Therctorethe Apoltle, when upon great and 
weighty reaſons he declined inhis own particular 
ro 'recelve maintenances from the Churches of 
Achaia ,he yet withall writes a whole Chapter to 

| vindicate 


| 
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vindicate and afTert the -juſt claime of the: Mini: 


ſters of the- Goſpel unto- maintenance , leſt he 
ſhonld bya private act of ſelf-deniall ( neceſſary 
hic & mnunc for ' himſelt to exerciſe") ipre- 
judice the common and 
the miniſters of the Goſpel. Surely ; 1f-I' had a 
ſingular opinion im matters not of faith vr. neceſſi- 


all others, and had confidence enough to value'it, 
and wit enough to plead for 'it, and wiſdome 
enough to manage it unto- plauſible correſpon- 
denctes , and forehead enough to undervalue the 
judgement of all other godly men concerning; it : 
I hope either modeſty or piety wonld conſtraine 
me to leatn of the - Apoſtle to have ſuch 'a perſwa- 
ſion to my ſelf, and not by an unſeaſonable obtru- 
ding of ir, ro offend my brethren, and to trouble the 
Church of God. 

E have but rhree ſhort words more of Exhor- 
tation ynto us, with reſpect to our fervice in this 


perual 1nrereſt of all. 


| 


to ſalvation , different from the opinion of | 


. — 


reverend Aſſembly, and then I ſhall conclude; and 
they arc ; that with reſpe& hereunto we would | 
learfi ro Deny our felves. | | 
-- Firſt, In vur own: private -affai#s , times , occa- | 
fions ;' that we would! not ſuffer theſe any way: ro. 
ng our haſte : >the 
and deriding' our: 


of friends are upon us, expect 


\cyes' of enemies upbraiding 


| looking on us 'as healers; and repairers of brea- | 

ches in theſe -times-- of (trouble and diviſions | 

and longing to ſce the fruits of our/labours. ' Lev | 
G 
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'retard', or obſtru&rhe publick ſervice. The eyes, 


theſe | 


flownefſe:''the eyes ofiother 'Churches: abroad ,\ | 
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{yſſe facundiam 


fllijunxit, cu 
orationem nivi- 
bus bibernis & 
copia verborum 
| 4tqe impetus 
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: | conciſe 


mnagnitudinem * 


{ Self Dead ; 


thefe conſiderations move us not to be weary or | 
faint in our minds, but to do our uttermoſt to diſ- 
cover truth, and zo recover peace unto theſe torn 
andafflited Churches. -*,, 

| | Secondly, In our Speeches and debates : Sume | 
mcn haye exccllent abilizies of copious and fluen 
ſpeaking, a felicity which I ſo much rhe more ho- 
| nour and admire where-ever I finde it, by how | 
qe evO 


greater mine own. inability is of luddet 
| or uttering mine vwne  concepilons, 
| Yet conhidering the neceflity of haſtning che work 
which we have before us , I humbly conceive is 
| were fitter to ſpeak a Ariſtatle, then Cicero, 

4 then copious Orations: /z ea 
non et canflands loew, quod mn potef# laudari nip. | 
per alum.” 

Laſtly, in matters of differexce , if at any time 
ſuch ſhall occurre, lerus chiefly fludy to deny-our 
ſelves. Paſſtons: ate ſeldom friends unto ſerious 
affairs , having much of miſt and darknefſc in 
chem. The more heavily the mind 15, rhe more 
calme and ſerene , and the lefle nubid ; 6 1»fe* 
riora fulminant. It is c Homers commendation of 
the Eloquence of #Iifſes , that-is was. a ſhowre of 


| ſnow; which falls ſoft; but ſokes deep; whercas 


violentand baſty rain runs off the ground before it 
carrenter into-ir. | Fonab {lept, Chriſt flept, while 
the ſhip was under a tempett; ,;1 love not Allege 
ries, yer giveme loave tomakethis alluſion from 


it; Our propheticall,our Chriftian temper is rog 
much aſleep whetweare troubled and diftemper- 


x / 
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I conchude all in the words of the Apoſtle , Zoot 
not every man on his own things , but on the things of 
others, Let the ſame mind be in you which was alſo im 
Chriſt Feſw, who being in the for of God, thought it x0 
robbery to be equal with God,and yet he humbled him- 


ſelf, and _ himſelf, and made himſelf of no re- 
pk __—_ upon him the form of a [ervant : And 


utation, 
being Loyd of all, became otedient ; and Lord of 
Life, oabedien unto Death ; and the Lord of Glory, 
obedient to the death ofthe Croſſe . If our Lord 
and Maſter did ſo dee Rye himſelf ro ſave and 
redeem his Church : it not be grievous unto us 
to deny our ſelves to {erve and to edifice the 
Church. | | 


